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Italy, San Giovanni in Fiore. Our
shared heritage was truly a special as-
pect of our family friendship.

Mike lived a life of unprecedented
success both professionally and person-
ally. He graduated from Monongah
High School, Fairmont State College,
West Virginia University, and also re-
ceived postgraduate education from
the University of Virginia, College of
St. Thomas, Minnesota, and George
Washington University.

He was a tireless advocate for the
disabled community, which was recog-
nized not only in West Virginia but on
a national level. As the president of the
National Rehabilitation Counseling As-
sociation and also president of the Na-
tional Rehabilitation Association
International Advocacy Group for Per-
sons with Disabilities, he met with
Congress and Presidents Carter and
Ford to promote laws for persons with
disabilities.

With a heart of gold, Mike passion-
ately served his community, his State
and his country. He served for more
than 10 years as the Monongalia Coun-
ty clerk, served as chairman of the
Community Advisory Committee, and
vice chairman on the national board of
the American Heart Association.

Genuinely committed to improving
the lives of all West Virginians, Mike
helped start the Kennedy Correctional
Center and founded the Ronald McDon-
ald House. He also designed and facili-
tated the building of a memorial hon-
oring fathers and President John F.
Kennedy in Star City called ‘“A Fa-
ther’s Love.”

Additionally, he served as chairman
of the Fairmont State TUniversity
Board of Advisors, the Klingberg Devel-
opment Center Advisory Committee,
North Central West Virginia Goodwill
Board, People Aware of Children Ex-
ceptional (PACE), West Virginia
Italian Heritage Festival, and St.
Mary’s Roman Catholic Church.

During his life, Mike received many
awards for his incredible works—of
which he was most proud, Mike re-
ceived the National Nathan Hale
Award for Patriotism and the F. Ray
Power Award for Administration State
Director Internationally.

Promoting his family’s cultural his-
tory and Italian heritage was one of
Mike’s greatest passions. He made
West Virginia and Calabria, Italy, sis-
ter states and conducted the twinning
process joining Clarksburg and San
Giovanni in Fiori, Italy. He also initi-
ated an exchange program with stu-
dents from the University of Calabria
and Fairmont State University. He was
rightly awarded the International
Award for Achievement and Humanity
in Rome, Italy.

Mike took many trips to Italy
throughout his life, but there was one
trip in particular I know he cherished
most. Dubbed ‘“The Oliverio Boys
Tour,” Mike traveled to the homeland
in 2009 with his three sons, Joe, Mike,
and Frank; his brother, John; and his
cousins, Jason, Maryn, and Nate.
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During the trip they were blessed to
spend time with relatives and friends
in the region and experience the au-
thentic Italian traditions, passion and
food. As they walked the streets, na-
tives knew the Americans were in town
and that Mike Oliverio had brought his
family. They were hosted by many of
Mike’s second and third cousins, in-
cluding Mario Oliverio, who had re-
cently been elected President of the
Region. It was very important to him
to travel around Italy together as a
family and to explore their roots. I
know it was a special memory he held
close to his heart.

Mike was not only reputable and ac-
complished in his public life, but he
was also an unparalleled example of a
dedicated family man—a devoted hus-
band, a proud father, and a wonderful
grandfather. Much of his success he
credited to his late wife, Julia, who
supported him in all of his endeavors.
His children are accomplished and re-
spected throughout our state.

I will never forget a special dinner
my wife, Gayle, and I shared at the
Governor’s Mansion in 2007 with Mike,
Julia, and their family—Joe, Paula,
Alyssa, Mary, Christina, Maria, Mike,
Melissa, Frank, Amy, Julia, Aunt Te-
resa Gabriele, and a family friend, Jes-
sica Faulkenberry. It was just two
weeks before Julia lost her life to ovar-
ian cancer and we were celebrating her
birthday. I remember being touched by
the love shared within their family and
the strength they had in one another.
You see, the Oliverios personify the
power of families—working hard, sup-
porting one another, and standing to-
gether when times get tough.

Anyone who knew Mike Oliverio can
tell about his incredible ability to in-
spire each person he encountered to
live a life of purpose. Personally, I
have lost a dear friend and mentor.
And although he will be forever re-
membered for his many years of serv-
ice, he will also be remembered as a
loving father, grandfather, and friend.
He was truly a local legend in our
State, and though he will be greatly
missed, his legacy will always live on.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:17 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by

S945

Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, with an amend-
ment, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

S. 25. An act to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain Federal features
of the electric distribution system to the
South Utah Valley Electric Service District,
and for other purposes.

S. 540. An act to designate the air route
traffic control center located in Nashua, New
Hampshire, as the ‘‘Patricia Clark Boston
Air Route Traffic Control Center’.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
joint resolutions, without amendment:

S.J. Res. 28. Joint resolution providing for
the appointment of John Fahey as a citizen
regent of the Board of Regents of the Smith-
sonian Institution.

S.J. Res. 29. Joint resolution providing for
the appointment of Risa Lavizzo-Mourey as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 81. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding a correction in the enrollment of S.
25.

H. Con. Res. 82. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding a correction in the enrollment of S.
540.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 3448. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to provide for an op-
tional pilot program allowing certain emerg-
ing growth companies to increase the tick
sizes of their stocks.

H.R. 3578. An act to establish requirements
for the adoption of any new or revised re-
quirement providing for the screening, test-
ing, or treatment of an airman or an air traf-
fic controller for a sleep disorder, and for
other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3448. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to provide for an op-
tional pilot program allowing certain emerg-
ing growth companies to increase the tick
sizes of their stocks; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 2024. A bill to amend chapter 1 of title 1,
United States Code, with regard to the defi-
nition of ‘“marriage’ and ‘‘spouse’ for Fed-
eral purposes and to ensure respect for State
regulation of marriage.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:
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